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MODERN MAGIC.

“Phat,* =aild the Father, peinting to  the
portrait in an illustrated paper, “is Dr. Holbank,
who wrote so many schoolbooks. 1t should he
of Interest to vouw,”

o he write “Holbank's Arithmetie’ ™ asked
the Boy

‘\;'I l‘ I‘l have the pieture?’

";'-‘1'I.i|||l\l slad to #ec you taking an Inu-lli_-
gant interest in your work. You can cut it out."
The Boy was of untidy appearance and sallow
complexion.  He possessed al school among his
fellows a reputiation for mystery which he thor-
oighly emgoyed.  He did not attempt to main-
toin it in e more eritical and geeptical atmos-
phere of hiz home. His 1 we was Willlams—
Churles Williams: Smith, aged eleven, fully T
Heved in him; Thompson, aged thirteen, had ad-
mitted there might be something in it

As they entered school Charles “'Jll.llllnﬁ CAre-
fully abstained from speaking to Smith, but
pressed o note into his hand. J

“What's up? sald sSmith, not being entirely
ready for mystery at the moment

Willlams put one finger warningly to his lips
and passed on, Smith openad the note. 1t was

riled outside: H., Smith, esq.  dSeerit and
Ingide it Tan:
sSee me Imeadiately after school on a urgent
mater  of  business, Your help s 1 aded,
(Sirneh O Williama."”

Up the street from the school, down by the 1ieft
to the end of the town, went € Willlams and
M. Smith, I was o winter atigrnoon, and Jdark.
. Williams pansed before a house in ;-.-u--mg.ur
huilding, standing alone on the outskirts I'he
sorkmen engaged on it had gone .

e is the place,” said Wilams “Faollow

w Uit until the lantern is ready” He
ced i small lantern from his pocket ;|I{u! 11t
cNow we're ready.  Ask no questions.

N 11 we be coj wil Smith,

“Wha's to cop usg?” replied the dauntless and
IMyELCTious one,

By means of & ludder they made their way 1o
the Arat floor, whivh was still in the skeleton
stage. Smith found th dider prood.

“.—._..s..___...____;_‘

“There I8 a maiden's face,” he tremblingly ree
turned, “that | can see when I am alone—a face
with large, soulful eyes, and lips that 1 would glve
my soul to kiss.™

Tho lame died down, and slender shreds of gray
smoke curled up Into the chimney, Outside, the
wind shricked and swept struy pinheads of hard
snow akainst the panes

She feancd over o little nearer to him and looked
longingly into his face

He was thinking of the wife who had put her
wrms around  his «ck, when s=he lay upon her
deathhed, and made him promise never to tuke
another in her plice.  He thought, (oo, of the
mutheriess Httle one at home, in Its erib, and then
hie losoked at the sweet, wistful face that was
turned toward him—1he face that was ever before
hiim In his dreams
and she also stond up. Somehow her
wors had found their way into his hands,

The wind moansd us if it had been the volee of
a lost soul. A shiver passed over him from head to

| foot, und he looked around us If he expected lo

s the roproachful fuce of his dead wife—but she
wisn't there,

8o, in time, the Httls one in the erlb at home waa
taken in hand by a stepmother, and the wind
ewgsed o have a monopoly of the shrieking busi-
ness in those parts
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WINNING A WOMAN'S LOVE.

ALGERNON I'ERKENIIAM TRIED A NEW RECIPFE
WITHOUT MARKED SUCCESS,

From The Clevaland Leader,

, Alrernon Perkenham had for a long. long time
woved Ao d'Orsay forvently—almost madly; but
B had not seemed to ret 1is pnssion with the
enthusiasm that he could have wished, As a mat-
ter of faer, she had always scemed to become in-
tensely interested In borses or golf or the Jatest
novel whenever-he had begun to verge upon the
sthject of 1 This had disagreed with the diges-
tion and, consequently, the spirits of Mr, Perken-
ham.  He quit hanging nround the stage doors;
cared nothing for the storles that were told at his
cluby, gl aroused the anxlety of his mother,
he got hold of 4 book In which he read
surest way to win a4 woman's love was to
Indifferent 1o her; to wreat her as I she
unworthy of boing taken seriously, and to dis-
pute everything that she sald

Algernon Perkenhom's heart gave a mighty leap
when he read this, insomuch that his tonstls were
slmost knocked from their foundations

' begin to-nlght,” he sald to himself, “I'Nll
miake her think that 1 look upon her a8 the dust
beneath my feet—1'11 paralyze her!™ :

Ho that evening he called at the 'Orsay palace,
for, s he told his friends. he 1 the ongtray
there” the Perkenhams and the d'Orsays being
mutually interected in the stock yards business;
The beautiful girl swept Into the drawing-room
| after the young man had walted half an hour, and
cliimasl -
ool eve
bt Ave you,
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“This is rather sport,” he said

“1twon't be sport for some one else when 1've
finkshed. 1o careful—one false step and you're
dashed o atoms.”™

They seateil themselves slde by dide on A
rafter, and Smith produced his portrait of I
Haolbank |
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